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i This is a restored La Salle in 1976 


The Moxie Horsemobile 


A few of us still remember the thrill of seeing this famous Moxie horse with 
its driver riding high on its back and neatly dressed in togs that we only 
saw in pictures. Along with the Borax 20 mule team it became an unforgetab- 
le experience of childhood as it suddenly appeared coming from Franklin into 
Bellingham at the "Four Corners", It stopped long enough for us to view it 
and be fascinated by the unusual sight of a man sitting on a white horse 
while driving a Rolls Royce. The Rolls Royce was a rarity out here in the 
country. 

Among the early drivers was Mark Barker of Presque Isle, Maine who displayed 
his showmanship skill as the famous Moxie Boy in 1923-192). He drove throu- 
ghout New England. Have no information on earlier drivers. 

This Moxie horsemobile came out in the teens around the first World War. 

I can hear you saying again, "What has this to do with our Bellingham heri- 
tage ?" Well, the Donnelly Advertising company hired a young man to do 
the electrical work on these horsemobiles, wiring up the different chassis 
so that the driver had controls up on the model horse. Later the young man 
took to courting and married a charming lass from Bellingham. They took up 
residence on Depot Street not far from the famous Bellingham Navy Yard. 
Walter Spieler, deceased, not knowing at the time that he was to bring a bit 
of nostalgia to our "shores" and be recorded for posterity did just that. 
His widow, Ruth (Wentzel) Spieler, is also very active and interested in our 
history. 

By the time this reaches print there maybe the chance that some of you have 
seen the restored Moxie horsemobile that is in our New England area. Please 
let us know. OILS OB 2s Me Z : 


View of three Moxie horse- 
mobiles. Left shows two 
mounted on La Salles and 
the third one on a Rolls 
Royce chassis. This was 
the one seen in Belling- 
ham over 60 years ago } 


This one mounted on a motorcycle side 
car was not seen around here. 
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Moxie Nostalgia 


In 188), Dr. Augustin Thompson, a physician from Salem, Massachusetts had 
an idea for an entirely unique flavor in the soft drink world..'the MOXIE 
taste". He discovered through his enormous practice, the necessity of a 
beverage which could be used freely, one with true tonic qualities, a pure 
1} food and supreme thirst quencher and appetizer, healthful and refreshing, 
pure, harmiess, and absolutely free from any deleterious ingrediants, to 
meet the wants of both young and old. 
MOXIE, in its original form, was not a soft drink but a concentrated liquid, 
taken by the spoonful immediately before meals. It was an aid to diges- 
tion. It guaranteed to make you eat better, sleep better, feel better. 
/.ne main ingrediant of the product was derived from the extracts of the 
Gentian root, a flower-herb named after Gentius,an Illyrian king, living 
from 180- 167. B.C. Legend has passed down this story as its history: 
"Gentius, an Illyrian king, was defeated by the Romans in 161 B.C. He took 
refuge in the Roman (Italian) Alps. Surrounding the cave in which he hid 
from the Romans were plants that produced beautiful flowers, both blue and 
yellow in hue. Gentius, besides admiring the beauty of these plants, ate 
the roots and was returned to health. Returning to his own country, 
Gentius brought with him specimens of his beautiful plant. This plant has 
been called "Gentian" in his honor by botonists throughout the centuries." 
Dr. Thompson, impressed by the progress of carbonated beverages, developed 
the current soft drink, MOXIE, by placing his medicinal extract in a carb- 
onated beverage form. It is not a cola, or a root beer, the MOXIE taste 
is distinctly its own--a delcious blend of the bitter and the sweet, a 
drink to satisfy everyones tastes. This cannot be hurried. It takes 
exactly ten days to extract the flavor from the Gentian root. Many have 
said, "When I first tasted MOXIE, I didn't like it. When I have taken one 
or two glasses, served ice cold, I found it to be delicious and satisfying" 


Several have wondered as to what was really in MOXIE so we thought you 
would like to know as long as we have brought this story to your attention. 
Don't forget--a Bellingham man was involved in this unique advertising 
venture and this is our heritage. 

In 1967, the world's oldest soft drink company was revived and to the 
Monarch-Nugrape Company of Doraville, Georgia we are indebted for their 
help and information along with pictures provided herein. 


Easy Living 


BELLINGHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


GRADUATES 
You plan our whole vacation 
To the mountains or the lake 

1927 - You tell me that I’ll get some rest 
Dorothea Ambler Helen Pasky And I won’t clean or bake, 
Clinton Copeland Stella Peloquin And when we finally come 
Ellsworth Crooks Chester Poliks back home 
Warren Foskett Edith Rhodes And start unpacking gear 
Alton Gendron Ilorida Rotatori _ I’m much too tired to 
Hazel Hatfield Dorothy Spencer ask you, 
Kenneth Houseman Pauline Smith “Who were you kidding, dear?” 
Raymond Kaczynski Michael Starzak 
Peter Kornicki Robert Thompson —Mary 
Adwilder Kupnicki Arthur Warren 
Harry LaCoste Gerald Watson Contributed by 
Gladys Longton Elmer Whipple . Anna (Sawyer) Gadoury. 
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SOUTH GRAMMAR GRADES 6,7,8,9. 1909-1910 
Teacher Annie E. Bragdon 
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Front row--Mary Care, ? Unwin, Delia Richards, ? , ? , Eva Bernier. 

2nd row--Alfred Care, ? , ? , Pearl Hodgkins, Helen Penn, 

3rd row--Donat Beauregard, Louise Beauregard, Dorothy Staples, Mildred 
Whiting, Edith Tucker. 


Top row--Hazel Taft, Joseph Gelinas, ? , ? Potter, Edward Lloyd. 


In the Town report the following are listed as being in the above class. 
Are they in the picture above ? Helen Unwin, Ruth Unwin, Florence Bernier, 
Marjorie Rhodes, Eva Brothers, Eva Richards and Joseph Brothers. 


Picture--courtesy of Mildred Whiting Rhodes. 


We regret to report that in the early part of this year two of our loyal 
Crimpville Comments "fans" have crossed the Bar. iHva Symmes Darling and 
Florence White Bennett. Mrs. Bennett gave us the pictures of her grand- 
yarents, Betsey and William White for the October issue of 1975. 

We shall miss them. As we watch enthralled the 3 Act Drama of "Birth, Life 
and Death"; suddenly the scenes end, the curtain falls and the place there- 
of is no more and we are relegated to oblivion. 


HALLOWEEN 


Going back to the teens we now share a story from Virginia Wakeman Noyes, 
daughter of Rev. William W. Wakeman who was pastor of the Baptist church in 
the Center. She relates an experience that she had while Miss Lottie Burr 
was still in town. "Finally, in an effort to draw off some of the youthful 
enthusiasms (on Halloween evening.) to avoid having so many little "out- 
houses" tipped over, etc. the adults organized a parade. We marched through 
town in the evening and surrounded houses, serenading the cccupants. Once 
in a while we left a token of our attention. I was standing beside Miss 
Lottie Burr when she quietly lifted from its hinges one of the shutters as 
we sang to or at the Leeks. She set it solemnly on the ground and we marc- 
hed on 3! We who saw it loved her for it 1!" 


In our April 1976 issue we featured a story about a prank she played on her 
father, Rev. William W. Wakeman, in "A Tale from the 01d Parsonage" where 
she got up real early one morning and milked their cow so that when Rev. 
Wakeman “tried" to milk her again she was "dry". In his anxiety Virginia 
solved the mystery with "April Fool"... Now we are deeply grieved to report 
that Virginia passed away on March 5, 1972 from a heart attack. We are 
grateful for the many things she passed on to us to preserve as our herit- 
age. She will not be forgotten while folks chuckle over her escapades and 
now that all the characters have "crossed the Bar" maybe there's a might of 
mirth "over there" } 


Picture on page 5 of the September issue has been identified by Mildred 
Rhodes. It was taken in 1908. Madella Feltam was the teacher of grades |- 
5-6. Starting with row four in the background, left to right, the foll- 
OWing pupils are noted: 1. ? , 2. Ralph White, 3. Eva Symmes. 

3rd row: 1.Elizabeth Sears, 2. William Allison, 3. Harland Cook, lL. Ruth 
Haskard, 5. Frederick Hunter, 6. Ada Rockwood. end row: 1. Arthur Rockwood 
2. Emily Migneault, 3. Chester Davis, 4. Matilda Brothers, 5. Amelia Wilson, 
6. ? . kth row, front: 1. Chester Rouse, 2. Eva Haynes, 3. Henry Ratti, 
4h. ? , 5. George Melrose, 6. Christine Melrose. Maybe someone will help 
us to identify the three missing children's names. Our thanks to Mrs. 
Rhodes for many old time school pictures. We need more from the South end 
of Town. Please lend them to us. 


OCTOBER'S BRIGHT BLUE WEATHER by Helen Hunt Jackson 

O sun and skies and clouds of June When all the lovely wayside things 
And flowers of June together Their white-winged seeds are sowing, 

Ye cannot rival for one hour And in the fields still green.and faiy 
October's bright blue weather. Late aftermaths are growing; 

When loud the bumblebee makes haste When springs mm low, andon the brooks 
Belated, thriftless vagrant, In idle, golden freighting, 

And goldenrod is dying fast, Bright leaves sink noiseless in the hush 


And lanes with grapes are fragrant; of woods, for winter waiting; 


When gentians roll their fingers tight ‘When comrades seek sweet country haunts 


To save them for the morning By twos and twos together, 
And chestnuts fall from satin burrs And count like misers, hour by hour, 
Without a sound of warning; October's bright blue weather. 
When on the ground red apples lie O sun and skies and flowers of June 
In piles like jewels shining Count all your boasts together 
And redder still on old stone walls Love loveth best of all the year 
Are leaves of woodbine twining; October's bright blue weather. 


Contributed by Florence McCracken. 


* YOURE MUCH TOO SMALL’, ‘TADS FATHER SAID, 
“70 TRY TO CARVE A PUMPKIN HEAD.” 


Baly wioke 


QNONONONONNONNNNNONNNDNAD 
Just for Fun 
'Twas midnight on the ocean DA 
Not a street car was in sight. CARVED HIS 
The Sun was shining brightly FINGERS , 
It rained all day that night 1! us Soe 


‘Twas a summer day in Autumn 
And snowflakes fell like glass. 
A barefoot boy with shoes on 
Stood sitting in the grass] 


'Twas evening and the rising Sun 
Was setting in the West. 

The little fishes in the trees 
Were huddled in their nest 3! 


And when the rain came pouring down 
The moon was shining bright. 

But everything that you could see 
Was hidden out of sight ! 


While the organ peeled potatoes 
Lard was rendered by the choir 

When someone rang the dishcloth 
And set the Church on fire 


MAMMA ,WILBUR AND RALPH ARE UNDER THE 

PORCH MAKING DISGUSTING NOISES. WILL YOU 

PLEASE CALL THEM INTO THE HOUSE 2 
Rye 


“Holy Smoke" the Preacher cried 
And in the turmoil he rent his hair 
We hope that when he gets to Heaven 
There'll be no parting there ! 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND ID YEARS AGO 
ACCEPTED THIS GIFT FROM FRAN 
HE SPOKE THAT AuL THE 


OF Fi FREEDOMS GREAT ADVANCE 


12 "WAY BACK IN FOURTEEN Greetings to our neighbors of Italian descent, 
COLUMBUS SAILED THE §=86S This is the month that we celebrate Columbus day 
HE WAS BLUE AS HE COULD BE. in honor of his sailing into the Western hemisph- 
Dee oi pirn Malice Hie = ere in 1492. Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy 
IND U in 146. His expedition was sponsored by King 
JUST WHERE HE WAS GOINGTO Ferdinandand Queen Isabella of Spain. He sailed 
Af ae from Palos, Spain on Aug.3, 1492 with three boats 
Recy and arrived South of the United States Oct. 12th. 
Statistics from the 1915 Town Census inform 
us that there were 19 citizens who had been L 
born in Italy. In the next two years four 
children were born to these parents. 
Italians have a rich heritage of famous men such as Galileo, 156-162, a 
renowned physicist and astronomer. Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo 
Buonarroti, both were superb painters, sculptors and architects and have 
yet to be excelled. Guglielmo Marconi, 1874-1937 made history with radio 
transmissions. Then we acknowledge singers of high repute, Enrico Caruso, 
famous Tenor and our present day Perry Como alo with many others. Italo 
Campeanini, tenor, was born in Parma, Italy in 1846 and thrilled thousands 
with his rendition of the "Anvil Song" in the opera "Robin Hood". Mlle. 
Emma Calve, prima donna of "Carmen" fame was born in Madrid in 186. In 
152), Giovanni da Verrazano explored New England and New York Harbor for 
the French. The longest suspension bridge in New York of hl. ,260 feet is 
named in his honor. Lest we forget humor and the zany antics of Jerry 
Colonna from Boston, born 1903. 


Back in the old days when some subjects were taboo, a local teacher had a 
Surprise answer to a question she put to a new class when she inquired if 
any student had been born in a foreign country |! Proudly, a young lad 
jumped up and related his experience of coming into this world, "I was 
conceived in Italy, carried in my mother's womb over the ocean and was 
born in this country!". Imagine the reaction to a so matter-of-factly 
statement in a class of young ones ! 


Italians have contributed greatly to the labor force neededto build much 
of the advances in our land. Their offspring continue to be industrious. 
Their operas, songs, art and sculptor have added considerably to our 
"melting pot" of diverse nationalities. Arivederci---. 


To you and other nationalities, have you a story or choice bit of humor 
to share with us via the Crimpville Comments ? Send them along. 


From the Amos T. Adams Diary: 

Oct. 5, 1905 "Annie and I went to the (Brockton) fair today. Had a 

ood time." 

Oct. 8, 1905 "Annie and I arrived home from Brockton at 6 P.M. we were 
lh hours enroute. We came via Taunton & Attleboro. We brought a 
canary bird I bought in B." (Died the 10th.) 

"Tests of death--Hold mirror to mouth. If living, moisture will gather 
Push pin into flesh. If dead the hole will remain, if alive it 
will close up." 3 

Oct. 23, 1906 "P.P.Cooke was married last eve." 

Oct. 13, 1909 "I am 50 years old today--hard frost this morning." 

Oct. 16, 1909 --"got a record, 'My Wifes' Gone to the Country'-- 
Annie went to Middleboro." 

Oct. 20, 1909 "The street lights are lit tonight for the first time. 
They were recently put in." Golden Wedding Anniversary of 
Alonzo N. Whitney and wife. 
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A NIGHT NOT TO REMEMBER...BUT SOME OF LIS Do! 


JUST LETMEGET |\FUN IS FUN..BUTTHIS | Wied : 
MY HANDS ON THEM | ISN’T FUN ANY MORE ~ 2& : 
RASCALS....PLL /THE WAYTHEY RUIN 
FIX "EM... YESSIR, AND WRECK THINGS / 
I wit / DOGGONIT / 
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4. Be-hold the il-liant jsun in all its 
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